
 

Message from the Board of Directors 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
It has been another successful and growing year in our combined 
efforts to preserve local farmland and to help the next generation 
of farmers have access to land they can afford.   I am grateful to 
the many individuals, organizations and corporations that make 
this work possible through the donation of their time and financial 
resources.  Together, we make possible a future where abundant, 
productive, sustainable local farmland provides healthy food for 
our community and contributes to a vibrant, viable farm economy 
forever. 
 
This year the organization achieved another milestone by acquir-
ing our first agricultural conservation easement.  Our easement 
includes stipulations designed to keep Oyster Bay Farm in pro-
duction, forever.   
 
At Scatter Creek Farm and Conservancy, the joint work aimed at 
bringing back cleaning and milling locally grown grain for animal 
feed continued to move ahead.  Like last year, SSCFLT again 
played host to the Grain Equipment Field Day within the annual 
Grains Conference.  The event focused on equipment for post-
harvest processing. We are continuing to partner with WSU Ex-
tension, the Thurston Conservation District, and the Port of Olym-
pia to test the feasibility of bringing back feed mill operations vital 
to driving down the cost of local poultry and hog production. 

Lead Story Headline 

Business Name 

Clipper Super 47B Seed Cleaner 
 

Field Day photo courtesy of  
Swaying Trees Photography 

Oyster Bay Farm, 2017 Farmland Preservation Project  
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The 2017 SSCFLT Board of Directors continued to build organizational 

capacity, strengthening our financial oversight and the effective  

operations of our five committees. We are grateful to the dedicated 

work of four part-time staff members in 2017:  Mary Ann Swain, Director 

of Farmland Preservation; Celeste Wade, Operations Manager;  

Courtney Peetz, Development Manager; and Neil Weinberg, Farmland 

Preservation Associate.    

Like you I appreciate being able to be a part of this local, membership-

based nonprofit dedicated to preserving local farmland and keeping it 

affordable and accessible for the next generation of farmers. We  

connect with the goal of farmland preservation for many different rea-

sons. Parents, grandparents, neighbors, and teachers join SSCFLT to 

ensure that future generations will continue to enjoy access to local 

food. Employers, investors, students, entrepreneurs, and local business 

leaders join SSCFLT because they know that a strong local food  

system is part of a thriving local economy. People who care about the 

planet join SSCFLT because when farmers have the right support, they 

are able to focus on soil health and sustainable practices that result in a 

better environment for everyone. Farmers and ranchers join SSCFLT 

because they want to make their life’s work, with all its joys and  

challenges, possible for those who would continue their legacy.   

Thank you for being part of this diverse community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Loretta Seppanen, Board Chair 

Farms Preserved by South of the Sound Community Farm Land Trust  

 Oyster Bay Farm – home to farmers Nate Lewis and Melissa Barker who purchased the farm in 
2018. 

 Scatter Creek Farm and Conservancy - home to Kirsop Farm, the Incubator Farm Program of 
Enterprise for Equity, and farm storage owned and used by Wobbly Cart Farm. 

 Garden Raised Bounty Urban Farm – West Olympia 
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2017 Board of Directors 

 

Loretta Seppanen, Chair 

John C MacLean, Vice 

Chair (part year) 

Mary DiMatteo, Vice 

Chair (part year) 

Al Josephy, Treasurer 

Aaron Varadi, Clerk 

Colin Barricklow 

Marcie Cleaver 

Russell Fox 

Steve Hallstrom 

Lainie Kertesz 



This year, SSCFLT and Kathleen O’Shaunessy and Pat Labine, owners of Oyster Bay Farm entered into a legal agree-
ment that protects their historic 39 acre farm from development and assures that the land continues in farm produc-
tion forever.  This is the first time SSCFLT has partnered with farmland owners to develop this type of an agreement. 
Our previous preservation work involved purchasing the land when the owner wished to sell the farm, then entering 
into a long-term lease with the farmers who would not otherwise have been in a position to afford access to the 
land.   
 
The agricultural conservation easement identified the various attributes of the land that owners want to see main-
tained for the future.  At Oyster Bay Farm that includes 17 acres of woodland that will be maintained as stands of 
alder, maple and fir trees, and 20 acres of pasture land, currently home to sheep and cattle.  With the easement, Pat 
and Kathleen continue to own the land and use it according to the agreement. The agreement will apply to future 
owners as well. 

 
Oyster Bay Farm was originally a homestead grant from the late 1800’s.  It 
has been farmed continuously ever since. It has gone through many trans-
formations including being a dairy farm that once sold cream to the Olym-
pia creamery.  The current farm buildings were erected in 1949 including 
a large two story barn that was originally designed to house up to 1,000 
laying hens. Oyster Bay Farm also includes 300 feet of Totten Inlet water-
front on Burns Cove extending 100 feet into the tidelands.  The wood-
lands and tidelands are home to 99 species of birds including 8 species of 

birds of prey and 38 species of waterfowl and shorebirds. 

In late 2017, SSCFLT began pursuing an opportunity to purchase a historic farm near Littlerock with the hope of 

getting the land into the hands of two farm families by 2019. In the past, we would have sought funding for an ac-

quisition like this through Conservation Futures, but since those funds are not currently available we had to go a 

different route. With a generous match from a major donor and an outpouring of support from so many of you, our 

community raised $212,000 over three months! We have been deeply grateful to experience firsthand how gener-

ous our community is and how strongly people in our region support local farms and local farmers.  

However, as negotiations unfolded, we have reached the point where the historic farm is no longer available for sale 

to us. We have made contact with everyone who donated to this project so that we can continue to steward the 

resources we have been given in full transparency and deference to our donors’ intent. Most of our donors have 

chosen to keep their investment in either our Farmland Acquisition Fund for future farm purchases or as funds to be 

used by the Board of Directors where most needed to preserve farmland.  

First Ever Matching Gift Land Acquisition Campaign  

Agricultural Conservation Easements: Another tool for farmland preservation  
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Historic Barns at Oyster Bay Farm (early 1900s)  



Together, a partnership involving Kirsop Farm, Dawkins Charitable Trust, NRCS 

EQIP and SSCFLT, provided the resources to change the irrigation system at 

Scatter Creek Farm and Conservancy to match new realities. The original irriga-

tion system served for years when one farm family owned and farmed the 

land. Today the land is farmed not only by Kirsop Farm but by the various par-

ticipates in the Enterprise for Equity Incubator Farm Program. What was need-

ed was a variable pressure irrigation pump that could be adjusted to meet 

different farming water requirements. Late 

in 2017 a partnership formed to fund a new 

pump and pump house. The pump was re-

cently installed by the hardworking folk 

from Skyline Pump & Machine. Cheers to 

water that now flows with variable pres-

sure to sever varied needs and to the part-

nership of farmers, government agencies, 

foundations and a nonprofit organization!  

We are inspired by the stories our donors share with us. Here is one such story.  

This donation is really for my father. From our home on rocky glacial moraine just above North Puyallup, we 

watched as relentless development consumed the rich floodplain loam of the Green River valley, down 

through Kent and Auburn and Sumner, through the Puyallup valley into the flats of Fife. All that rich soil sup-

porting so many small truck gardens for the Pike Place Market, vegetables and berries, flower bulb farms 

and small dairies now under pavement. My dad constantly lamented this short-sightedness (when the sur-

rounding hills could well support industry and housing but cost more to develop), saying "you can't eat con-

crete". You also can't dig it up and restore the loam if you change your mind.  

So if farmland is to actually be preserved, our economic and political policies seem to require opening our 

own wallets. The miracle is that young people still want to do this really hard, element-exposed work of 

farming. Preserving the farmland that still exists is the only way they can have the opportunity to feed the 

rest of us.  

Linda Fraidenburg, SSCFLT Donor  

Improving Infrastructure at Scatter Creek Farm and Conservancy  
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Skyline Pump workers Installing pipe 
for the irrigation pump.   
Photo by Marcie Cleaver 

New well house, by Marcie Cleaver 
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Financial Summary  

For the Year Ending December 31, 2017 

INVESTING IN THE FUTURE OF FARMLAND 
 

You put the “community” in Community Farm Land Trust.  Your support makes the preservation of working, affordable 

farmland in the South Sound region possible.   Here are many ways to show your support: 
 

Monthly Giving –set up an automatic monthly donation through Network for Good or the State Combined Fund Drive 

Online Giving –visit www.farmsforever.org at any time to make a donation. 

Shop and Support –look for SSCFLT on the charity list when you shop at Bayview and Ralphs with their Thiftcard, at 

Amazon through the Amazon Smile program, when doing a search on Goodsearch.com 

Real Estate Gifts –donate farmland for permanent conservation or real estate for resale to benefit SSCFLT 

Securities Gifts –donate securities to SSCFLT; benefit farmland preservation and potentially provide you a tax benefit 

Planned Gifts –consider leaving a farmland legacy by including SSCFLT in your will 

Volunteer your time –call our office to learn about current volunteer opportunities (360) 353-4838 
 

Farmland Preservation is a community effort.   

On behalf of future generations of farmers and consumers, we thank you. 



$5,000 +  
Dawkins Charitable Trust  
Russell Fox*  
Steve Hallstrom &  
     Cecelia Boulais  
Loretta Seppanen &  
     Rick Sandler  
Ann Vandeman*  
Anonymous  
 
$1,500 to $4,999  
Karen & George Bray*  
Espresso Parts  
Linda Fraidenburg*  
Annie Iriye & Steve Pogge *  
Jessica Jensen Law  
Nisqually Tribe  
Olympia Federal Savings  
 
$500 to $1,499  
Kristin Blalack  
Marcie Cleaver  
Elayne Crow*  
Fred & Mary Gentry  
Maureen Hill*  
Heritage Bank  
Alvin & Melissa Josephy  
Bill & Joy Justis*  
Elaine (Lainie) Kertesz*  
Steven & Yale Klein  
John MacLean  
David & Jane Nowitz  
Olympia Farmers Market 
     Vendors  
Olympia Food Coop  
Organically Grown Company  
Port Blakely Tree Farm  
Suzanne Simons  
Pat Starzyk  
Laurie Wilcox  
John &Juliet Van Eenwyk  
Ryan & Daisha Versaw*  
 
$200 to $499  
Dorothy Gist  

Shelley Kirk-Rudeen*  
John Baldridge &  
      Liz Hesselbacher  
Lillian Ryan  
Charlie Stephens &  
     Angela Rush  
Kenneth Ray  
Rebeca Potasnik  
Five Star Farm Beef  
Jane & Robert Robinson  
Arthur Grunbaum &  
     Linda Orgel*  
Karen Valenzuela*  
Van Dorm Reality  
Joe Kane &  
     Michele Zuckerberg  
 
$100 to $199  
Selma Bjarnadottir*  
Paul & Peggy Butler  
Diane Dakin  
Myra Davis  
Christopher Bryce Dazell  
Eric Delvin  
Larry Geri &  
     Rachel Friedman  
Earl & Camille Hale  
Dirk & Dixie Havlak  
David & Linda Hoffman  
Thomas Honan  
Esther & Warren  
      Kronenberg*  
Debbie Leung*  
Patricia McLachlan*  
Julie Puhich*  
Diane & Mark Miller  
Ellen Short-Sanchez  
Jean MacGregor  
Mary Ann Swain  
(Margaret) Sabra Noyes  
Pat Labine  
Gita Moulton  
Kathleen O'Shaunessy  
Neil Weinberg  
Anonymous  
Donna & Jack Rice  

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS  

Oscar & Barbara Soule  
Lea Mitchell & Jim Cubbage  
Emily Ray  
Rosemary Walrod  
Nancy Laich  
Cleve Pinnix  
Chris Hawkins  
E.J. Zita  
Chris Stearns  
 
 
$10 to $99  
Amy Ackroyd  
Joel Baranick  
Colin Barricklow &  
     Genine Bradwin  
Bush Prairie Farm  
Olivia Chitwood  
Christine Ciancetta  
Scott Clifthorne  
Tierney Creech  
Deston Denniston  
Mary DiMatteo  
Dimitroff Living Trust  
Joe Downing  
Larry Echihart  
Rick Esterly  
Don & Maggie Foran  
Kena Fox-Dobbs  
Joseph Gabiou  
Myra Glick  
Sandra Gray  
Faith Hagenhofer  
John Halvorson  
Joel Hansen  
Elizabeth Hauser  
Joseph Hiss &  
     Yolanda Cifuentes  
Eric Johnson  
Rachel Newmann  
Ryan North  
Susi O’Bryan*  
Jeanean Parker &  
     Tony Citrhyn  
Angel Przybylowicz  
Pat Rasmussen  



In Memory of Steve Wilcox  

Brian & Betsy Kanes*  

Michael Moore  

Arden & Mary Lou Emery 

  

In-Kind Donors  

8 Arms Bakery  

August Farm  

Batdorf and Bronson Coffee  

Calliope Farm  

Charlie Stephens at  

     Kamilche Sea Farms  

Color and White Printing  

Dan’s Dahlias  

Evergreen Valley Lamb at 

     Fido’s Farm  

Farm Fresh Market  

Grey Hawk Productions  

Helsing Junction Farm  

Heritage Meats  

Jalisco  

Jessica Jensen Law  

Kirsop Farm  

Little General Food Shop  

Matchless Brewing  

Mt. Capra  

Newaukum Valley Farm  

Ojeda Farms  

Oly Kraut  

Olympia Coffee Roasters  

Olympia Food Co-op  

Pat Labine  

Rising River Farm  

Salida Winery  

THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS  

Salish Sea Liqueurs  

Taylor Shellfish Farms  

The Fresh Approach  

Three Magnets Brewing Co.  

Timber City Ginger  

Tiffany Phung Photography  

Neil Wienberg  

Whitewood Cider  

Wobbly Cart Farm  

 

 

* Donated to the 2017 Match-

ing Gift Campaign  

In Loving Memory 

Steve Wilcox made significant contributions to the local community.  He was  
co-owner of Sea Blossom Seafood, a long standing vendor at the Olympia Farmer Mar-
ket and a member of the Friends of the Olympia Farmers Market.  
Steve believed in the importance of sustainable local farming and he found various 
ways of supporting the work of SSCFLT.   
 
It is with full hearts that we honor Steve Wilcox’s passing on 7/28/2017.   We miss.  
We thank him for sharing his love of life and belief that, together, we can make this 
world a better place for all.   



South of the Sound 

 Community Farm Land Trust 

PO Box 12118  

Olympia, WA 98508 


